The Iranian Revolution
T

Has Begun

he dramatic events taking place in Iran show once again
how quickly revolutionary events can unfold. The current
revolutionary action of the Iranian masses bears a striking
resemblance to the scenes of the 1979 revolution. In fact the present movement’s origins are rooted in the counter revolutionary
usurpation of power by the mullahs and the total failure of that
regime to advance society. The last 30 years in Iran have been
a period of ever mounting contradictions, the conditions of the
masses have continually sunk as the grip on society by the rotten ruling clique has only grown. The June 12th election, and
subsequent fraud, was simply the spark that lit the blaze. In other
words sooner or later this process would have unfolded due to the
tensions in society, the brazen attitude of the government towards
the genuine want for changes from the masses simply served to
express the necessity of change through the incidental election
process. But now things will never be the same, the masses of
regular people in Iran have risen up and begun to take their destinies into their own hands!
On the streets there is a change of mood. There are reports of
a growing confidence and militancy on the part of the protesters.
Some reports say that demonstrators have attacked the offices
of the hated Revolutionary Guard. This is an extraordinary and
unprecedented development. It shows that once the people stand
up and say “no”, no force on earth can stop them. It is very much
akin to the start of the French revolution, which started on July 14
1789, when a force of nearly 1000 Parisians stormed the Bastille,
a medieval prison then used to hold political prisoners. When he
heard about the attack, King Louis XVI asked “Is it a revolt?”
“No sire,” said a nearby noble, “it is a revolution.”
Slowly but surely the same frightening thought is penetrating the heads of even the most obtuse reactionaries in the regime
of Tehran. Those most frightened of all by the idea of revolution
are the men who are supposedly leading it. At present, the nominal leader of the movement is reformist candidate Mir-Hussein
Mousavi, but this is only a historical accident and it will not last.
The anger and discontent of the masses, which has accumulated
over decades, required a focal point and found it in the protests
centered around the leading opposition candidate, who has been
pushed by the masses to go further than he intended in his opposition to the government. The current crisis was inspired by common anger over a national election but has developed far beyond
that and can end up by posing the question of power.
Mousavi is doing his best to “lead” the revolution into safe
channels calling on people not to demonstrate “in order to save
their lives”. The result was another day of street protests. This is
why he has called for people to turn to the mosques “to mourn
the people killed on Monday”. This is a transparent attempt to get
people off the streets and take the steam out of the mass movement. But for now the movement shows no signs of running out
of steam.
The movement started with the most militant and courageous
elements, with the heroic Iranian students as a hard core. But to
the degree that citizens see that the demonstrations are continuing, and that the authorities they so feared are powerless to stop
them, large numbers of ordinary men and women find the courage
to join in. Once on the streets, they get a sense of their own power.
By degrees they lose their fear. They grow in stature. Their heads
are no longer bowed to the ground. Through these silent demonstrations the masses are finding their voice and the silent protests
become a deafening roar.

The street scenes from Iran serve as an inspiration to millions right now, and this is certainly true in the Mid-East where
there stands not one stable regime. From Egypt to Turkey, Iraq
to Pakistan, Lebanon to Afghanistan and so on the events in Iran
are serving as a great lesson to the masses of the region -- and
beyond. In effect, the Iranian masses are saying: “if we can
throw off our brutal oppressors what is stopping you?”
This explains the cautious approach taken by the Obama
administration. For the crisis-ridden imperialists, Ahmadinejad
and the Ayatollah seem preferable to a mass revolutionary upsurge. This time unlike in 1979 the U.S. does not have a stable
battering ram, like it did with Iraq during that period. At present
the U.S. imperialists find them selves directly bogged down
in the region. Obama and his wing of the ruling class, Clinton
et al are treading with extreme caution - while the more crass
types such as John McCain are using the events to bolster the
Republican Party’s hawkish policies. In either case the events in
Iran are beyond the control of Washington which is desperately
attempting to steer global capitalism out of the deepest crisis it
has seen in nearly a century.
Like the events in Latin America, the Iranian Revolution
can begin to transform the perspective of pessimism and defeat
to one of optimism and belief that the future does indeed lay in
hands of ordinary people -- but only when we dare to do the extraordinary and take that control out of the hands of the present
rulers, whether it be the mullahs or the Wall Street bankers, the
local oligarchy or the international imperialists. Nothing can
stop the working class once it is aware of its colossal power.
Although no one can predict the exact course the revolution will take, as there will inevitably be ups and downs, periods
of advance and defeat, one thing can be said with certainty: the
Iranian Marxists will have a big role to play in building the one
thing that is most lacking in the current situation: a far-sighted
revolutionary leadership with deep roots in the working class.
The Workers International League (WIL) and the International Marxist Tendency is playing this role around the world.
For continued news and analysis of the struggle for a better
world -- the struggle for socialism -- be sure to visit our web
sites and other publications. To this end we invite you to support the Iranian Workers Solidarity Network (IWSN) which has
the aim of building international class solidarity with the workers of Iran and around the world.
Contact us at wil@socialistappeal.org for more
information on the worldwide struggle for socialism!
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