
The heroic movement of the Tunisian and Egyp-
tian masses has transformed the atmosphere in 
the Middle East. In Tunisia, millions of ordi-

nary men and women, young and old, workers, peas-
ants, students, and urban poor, have entered the stage 
of history and risen up against the US-backed dictator, 
toppling him in just a few weeks despite the regime’s 
brutal repression. This is yet another example of the 
unstoppable power of the working class once it moves 
into action. 

Now the Egyptian masses have risen up, casting 
aside their fear and openly confronting the hated police 
of the Mubarak dictatorship. In Algeria, Yemen, Jordan and even in Saudi Arabia, protests 
are erupting. The Arab revolution is just beginning, with profound implications for the 
entire region and the world. 

The fears of the imperialists are well grounded. Revolutions are no respecters of fron-
tiers. From the day that Tunisia’s President Ben Ali fled to Saudi Arabia, the question 
was never just what would happen next in Tunisia, but whether the popular uprising there 
would become a catalyst for discontent elsewhere. Now we have the answer.

The Americans and Europeans have no right whatsoever to speak of human rights. For 
years these same imperialists have dictated the economic policies of supposedly “indepen-
dent” governments. For decades they have supported the bestial regime of Hosni Muba-
rak. They have financed his army and police force and turned a blind eye to repression, 
brutality and torture. In return, he has supported their policies in the Middle East. He was 
a pivotal figure in the ugly farce of the “peace talks” and the betrayal of the Palestinians. 
This beautiful relationship was not based on democracy and human rights but on cynical 
self-interest.

The corrupt oil states in the Gulf have been sitting on vast wealth for decades while 
millions of people in the Arab world are suffering terrible poverty, unemployment and de-
privation. These rotten regimes are unpopular and base themselves on repression as much 
as Mubarak. His overthrow would destabilize one pro-western Arab regime after another.

It is time that the vast wealth of the Arab lands was used for the benefit of the people, 
not for the enrichment of a handful of wealthy parasites and their western backers. The 
revolutionary overthrow of these stooges of imperialism will lay the basis for a Socialist 
Federation of the Maghreb, the Middle East, and the world. That is the only way forward.
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the struggle for socialism, please contact  

wil@socialistappeal.org or call 612-424-3897.


