
For almost two decades Pakistan has been in the international media for the wrong 
reasons. Each day, during this period, Pakistan has been engulfed by a new wave of 
uncertainty, turmoil, and carnage. This includes terrorist attacks, suicide bombings, 

and the onslaught of American drones killing and maiming hundreds and thousands of 
innocent people including women, children, and the elderly.

However, there is another Pakistan that is victim to rampant corruption, crime, unem-
ployment, price hikes, disease, illiteracy, and poverty. The government has done nothing to 
provide relief to its people, instead they implement anti-worker polices.

Under these circumstances, Pakistani workers and trade unionists are struggling to 
achieve and maintain basic fundamental rights. With fewer than 5% of the workforce actu-
ally organized, trade unionists are facing assassinations, assaults, kidnappings, and illegal 
detentions by the employers and the coercive state apparatus.

There has never been a greater need for international solidarity and support for the Pa-
kistani trade union movement as there is today. Pakistan Trade Union Defense Campaign 
(PTUDC) was set up in 1995 by workers leaders in various industries. 

The PTUDC is working with different workers groups, trade unions, and national fed-
erations in enabling and strengthening workers democratic structures; engaging workers 
in trade unions, especially women; building unity; and ultimately bringing trade unions 
together into a unified national body similar to the AFL-CIO in the United States. The 
PTUDC is a broad-based campaign, established to build international solidarity between 
the Pakistani workers and the trade union movement worldwide. The PTUDC organizes 
public events, attends trade union meetings to highlight conditions for the trade unions in 
Pakistan, and promotes international solidarity between Pakistani workers and workers 
around the world. 

Conditions of the workers
The official minimum wage is just $120 a month. The pension and social security sys-

tems are dysfunctional in the public sector and non-existent in the private sector. There are 
no health and safety standards within workplaces and many workers are killed and maimed 
in accidents each year without any compensation to them or their families. 

Campaigns 
Over the years the PTUDC has waged many campaigns against the cuts, privatization, 

and the exploitation of women and children. More recently we have had major campaigns 
against the so-called Public-Private Partnership, which is another name for ruthless pri-
vatization. Trade unions are practically forbidden in many important sectors of public and 
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private industries. Some of the major victories for the PTUDC against privatization have 
been in Pakistan Railway, Pakistan Steel, Karachi Electric Supply Corporation (KESC), 
Pakistan International Airlines, Pakistan Telecomm (PTCL), and more. Presently, PTUDC 
is playing a leading role in the struggle of the doctors, airline workers, and many others 
throughout the country. 

Relief Work
The PTUDC over the years has been in the forefront of organizing relief work for work-

ers affected by natural disasters such as the earthquake in 2007, the massive floods in 2010 
and 2011, and given support to displaced people trapped in the war zones in North-West 
Pakistan. 

Sponsors of the Campaign
In Pakistan, the PTUDC is sponsored by the Punjab Labor Federation, the Progressive 

Workers Alliance, the National Railway Workers Union, and many others. Internationally, 
PTUDC support groups have been established in Spain, Italy, Austria, Belgium, Sweden, 
USA, and Canada. In Britain, the PTUDC has had support from Unite, National Union of 
Journalists, and UNIFI and many other trade union bodies across the British labor move-
ment. The late Tony Benn, Jeremy Dear—former General Secretary of the National Union 
of Journalists, John McDonnell (British MP), and Jeremy Corbyn (British MP), have all 
kindly added their support for the aims of the PTUDC.

Now we are relaunching the work of the PTUDC in the USA, giving it a new impetus as 
the need for solidarity in North America becomes ever more necessary. Please help us and 
become a part of the workers struggle. Get involved and lend your support to the campaign.

To get involved and get your organization affiliated, here are the recommended 
affiliation contributions. If you wish to affiliate but would like to discuss affiliation 
contribution, please feel free to contact us by email at: usptudc@gmail.com

National trade union $1,000 
Regional bodies $500
Branches / trades councils $200
Others $100

These are the affiliation fees for individuals:
Waged $20
Unwaged $10

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________

Phone:______________________________________________________

E mail:______________________________________________________

Trade Union/Organization:______________________________________

Please send all correspondence and donations to:  
PTUDC c/o Wellred, PO Box 1575, New York, NY 10013
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